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...THIS WEEK IS WINTER WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK IN NEW YORK... 
 
THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE JOINS WITH THE NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT IN PROMOTING WINTER WEATHER SAFETY TO ALL NEW YORKERS DURING WINTER 
WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK OCTOBER 20TH TO 26TH.  
 
THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED OF ANY HAZARDOUS WEATHER 
THREATENING NEW YORK THIS UPCOMING WINTER SEASON. HAZARDOUS WEATHER OUTLOOKS ISSUED 
DAILY BY YOUR LOCAL OFFICE WILL HIGHLIGHT THE POTENTIAL FOR SEVERE WINTER WEATHER 
UP TO 7 DAYS IN ADVANCE OF A STORM. 
 
IF THE CHANCE OF HAZARDOUS WEATHER INCREASES...A WINTER STORM WATCH WOULD BE ISSUED 
AT LEAST 12 HOURS IN ADVANCE IN ADVANCE OF THE STORM. WATCHES ARE ISSUED FOR THE 
POSSIBILITY OF HEAVY SNOW, 7 INCHES OR MORE IN A 12 HOUR PERIOD (9 INCHES OR MORE 
IN A 24 HOUR PERIOD), FOR POSSIBLE SEVERE ICING DUE TO FREEZING RAIN, OR FOR 
POSSIBLE BLIZZARD CONDITIONS DEFINED AS THE DANGEROUS COMBINATION OF SNOW, BLOWING 
SNOW, AND WIND. 
 
LAKE EFFECT SNOW WATCHES ARE ISSUED FOR THE POSSIBILITY OF HEAVY SNOW GENERATED BY 
COLD AIR MOVING ACROSS THE GREAT LAKES. LAKE EFFECT SNOW USUALLY OCCURS IN NARROW 
BANDS, AFFECTING SOME AREAS AND LEAVING NEARBY COMMUNITIES UNTOUCHED. 
 
WINTER STORM WARNINGS ARE ISSUED WHEN THERE IS A HIGH PROBABILITY OF HEAVY SNOW, 
SEVERE ICING OF ONE HALF INCH OR MORE, OR THE COMBINATION OF HEAVY SNOW, SLEET, OR 
FREEZING RAIN WITHIN THE NEXT 48 HOURS OR SO. LAKE EFFECT SNOW WARNINGS USUALLY 
PINPOINT THE LOCATION OF THE LOCALIZED HEAVY SNOW WHILE BLIZZARD WARNINGS, THE MOST 
DANGEROUS OF WINTER STORMS, ARE ISSUED FOR WIDESPREAD, BLINDING SNOWSTORMS. 
 
WINTER WEATHER ADVISORIES ARE ISSUED FOR WINTER WEATHER CONDITIONS WHICH POSE A 
SIGNIFICANT INCONVENIENCE BUT ARE NOT NORMALLY CONSIDER LIFE THREATENING IF THE 
PROPER PRECAUTIONS ARE TAKEN. ADVISORIES MAY BE ISSUED FOR BETWEEN 4 AND 6 INCHES 
OF SNOW, FOR FREEZING DRIZZLE OR LIGHT FREEZING RAIN, FOR BLOWING OR DRIFTING SNOW, 
OR FOR DENSE FOG. THE GREATEST HAZARD IS OFTEN TO MOTORISTS AND PEDESTRIANS. 
 
FOR EXTREMELY COLD AND WINDY WEATHER, YOUR NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE WILL ISSUE WIND 
CHILL WARNINGS FOR EQUIVALENT WIND CHILL TEMPERATURES OF MINUS 25 DEGREES OR LOWER 
EXCEPT MINUS 30 DEGREES OR LOWER IN NORTH COUNTRY COUNTIES OF JEFFERSON AND LEWIS. 
WIND CHILL ADVISORIES WILL INFORM YOU OF EQUIVALENT WIND CHILL READINGS OF MINUS 15 
DEGREES (MINUS 20 DEGREES IN JEFFERSON AND LEWIS COUNTIES). 
 
A HIGH WIND WARNING IS ISSUED WHEN SUSTAINED WINDS ARE EXPECTED TO REACH 40 MILES 
AN HOUR OR IF WIND GUSTS REACH 58 MILES AN HOUR. A WIND ADVISORY IS ISSUED FOR 
SUSTAINED WINDS FROM 31 TO 39 MILES AN HOUR OR FOR WIND GUSTS OR 46 TO 57 MILES AN 
HOUR. 
 
YOU CAN ALWAYS RELY ON NOAA WEATHER RADIO, THE VOICE OF THE NATIONAL WEATHER 
SERVICE, FOR THE LATEST FORECASTS, WARNINGS AND STATEMENTS THIS WINTER AS WELL AS 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 
 
YOU CAN FIND OUT MORE ABOUT WINTER WEATHER AWARENESS ON OUR WEBSITE AT 
WWW.NWS.NOAA.GOV/SAFETY 
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